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Note Worthy
Dates

TEACHER’S NIGHT OUT

Tuesday, Sept 9, 2025
4:30 - 7:30 PM | $5 per person

To say thank you for being loyal

friends to McWane Science Center,

you are invited to join us for a special
evening. Explore the Adventure Halls,
see a special screening of Jane Goodalf:
Reasons for Hope on the IMAX Dome, enjoy
refreshments, and enter to win great door
prizes, including a one-year family membership
to McWane Science Center!

Deadline to register is August 26, 2025,

Guests must be 18 years or older. Visit mcwane.org/events to learn
more. Contact pchowning@mcwane.org for questions.

CELEBRATE SCIENCE

Attention all 3"-5*" grade teachers!
You and your students are cordially
invited to apply for McWane Science
Center’s year long exhibit design
competition, Celebrate Science! Your
students will become exhibit designers
and compete against other schools by
creating innovative exhibit prototypes. The
project will help incorporate STEM across
curriculum with a chance to win cash prizes!
The winning prototype will be on display at
McWane Science Center for a full year!
Deadline to apply is Sept. 19, 2025.

Contact Savannah Teague at steague@mcwane.ord for more
information.

EDUCATOR ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

The Educator Advisory Committee
collaborates with McWane to develop
and improve hands-on science
programs that further our mission. It is
open to all classroom teachers, Pre-K to
12th grade, college professors, informal
educators with teaching experience, and
community representatives working directly
with children ages 0-18. Learn more on page
10. Deadline to register is September 26,
2025,

Contact pchowning@mcwane.org for questions.
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Sept 9 Teacher’s Night Out

Sept 17-20  Pollution Prevention
Week

Oct 8-11  World Space Week

Oct 22-25 National Chemistry
Week

Oct 30-31 Spooky Science
Nov 8 National STEM Day

Dec 10-13 Computer Science
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Feb 25-28 Engineers Week

Feb 27 _Engineering Showcase

March 23-27 Spring Break

Robotics Week
April 22 Earth Day

April 8-

Brain Awareness Week



Meet Our

Education
Team

At the heart of our science center is an exceptional
team of science communicators and educators dedicated

to sparking wonder and curiosity about our world
|
SCIENCE, LEARNING, FUN! through hands-on science experiences.

Every school day you lead your

students down an educational path . v
teaching them the reguired science, Where to Flnd US'

technology, engineering, and math You can find our educators throughout the science center

(STEM) learning concepts relevant to ready to share their passion for STEM:

their grade level. We know the challenges + Public Programs - Engage in workshops and

of incorporating hands-on, engaging demonstrations on every floor of the museum.
experiences. McWane Science Center Check our calendar to learn more.

wants to be a part of the science » | abs - Participate in hands-on experiences and
education journey-with-you-and-your innovative projects in our McWane Field Trip Labs.

+ Exhibit Interpretation - Look out for our educators
around the exhibits for insightful explanations
and answers to your questions.

students this school year. Together, we
can make learning a fun and engaging

S Allin ey B S SR , » McWane on the Move - Our commitment to STEM
The newest 2025-2026 Education education extends beyond our walls! Our educators

Guide showcases the various standards- bring the McWane magic to schools and community
based programs we offer, serving Pre-K events across Alabama.

through 12th grades. Inside you will

find helpful information about McWane
field trip programs as well as exciting
opportunities that can take place in

your own classrooms. You'll also learn
about the exhibits, IMAX documentaries,
teacher resources, and additional learning
experiences that will make STEM relevant
for your students. Please reach out to

me directly for camments or questions,
and | look forward to getting to know
yvoul this school year | can be reached at
pchowning@mcwane.orgd.

Vice President of Education,
McWane Science Center
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Because of so many wonderful supporters,
McWane Science Center offers scholarships to
Title | and other qualifying schools and youth-
serving organizations across Alabama. Students
may enjoy McWane on the Move outreach
programs or field trips to the science center.
And we thank the wonderful contributors listed
on this page for making science and wonder
possible for Alabama students!

Scholarship funds are used for Adventure Hall
admission, educational programs, and ocutreach
programs (all based on availability). Funds
are limited and accessed on a first-come, first-
served basis. Scholarships are not typically
in support of transportation, food service or
IMAX movies so we encourage you to plan for
covering these other costs.

To see if your school or organization is
eligible for the Education Scholarship Fund,
fill out the forms on mcwane.org under Field
Trips & McWane on the Move.

Everyone

Thank You to Our Educational
Program Supporters!

McWane Foundation - State of Alabama - City
of Birmingham - Regions Bank - Protective Life
Corporation - Alabama Industrial Development
Training / Alabama STEM Council - Argosy
Foundation - Blue Cross and Blue Shiels of Alabama
/ The Caring Foundation - Hill Crest Foundation,
Inc. - The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.Better
Place Foundation - Leon Aland Family Foundation
Joseph S. Bruno Charitable Foundation - Dunn-
French Foundation - GCP - Honda Manufacturing
of Alabama, Inc - Jefferson County Commission -
Jefferson County Community Service Fund - Hugh
Kaul Foundation - Kinder Morgan Foundation - M.R.
Metzger Family Foundation - Medical Properties
Trust - Robert R. Meyer Foundation - O’Neal
Industries + Royal Cup Coffee and Tea - ServisFirst
Bank + Shelby County Commission - Spire - Susan
Mott Webb Charitable Trust - City of Vestavia Hills
- Vulcan Materials Company - Vulcan Industrial
Contractors + Walmart Supercenter - Bessemer -
Walmart Neighborhood Market - Hoover - Walmart
Neighborhood Market - Vestavia Hills - Walmart
Supercenter - Hueytown
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Just Watch th

The IMAX® Dome Theater at McWane
Center utilizes a 5-story, 79" diameter
dome screen to take audiences places
they have only dreamed of and allows
students to experience familiar subjects
in a completely new way. Our IMAX® with
Laser projection system, combined with
crystal-clear digital sound, delivers stunning
Immersive experiences found nowhere else
in Alabama. Designed to both captivate
and inspire, our films present educational
content in a larger-than-life format that
brings science, nature, and history to life

in vivid detail. More than just a movie,
each documentary film is a fully immersive
journey that sparks curiosity, deepens
understanding, and helps students retain
knowledge long after their visit.

The IMAX® Dome Theater is an
exceptional complement to classroom
learning and a highlight of any field trip to
McWane Science Center.

To learn how to add an IMAX® documentary
to your field trip, check out page 22.
Concessions can also be booked in advance,
so the popcorn is ready when you arrive!
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2025-2026 IMAX® Documentaries

BLUE ANGELS

SPECIAL EDITION
EXCLUSIVELY IN IMAX THEATRES

The Blue Angels

Imagine strapping into the cockpit of a
fighter jet and soaring through the sky at 700
miles per hour—just inches from your wingman.
The Blue Angels puts you in the flight suit of the
Navy'’s elite Flight Demonstration Squadron as
they push the limits of physics and teamwork.
With jaw-dropping aerial footage and behind-
the-scenes access, this immersive documentary
reveals what it takes to join one of the most
iconic aviation teams in the world. The Blue
Angels is produced by JJ Abrams and Glen
Powell in partnership with the U.S. Navy and
directed by Paul Crowder.

Standards List (Grade.Standard): 8.9, 810, 811,
Hap: 8
Phys: 1, 2

¢ JANE GOODALL

'REASONS FOR HOPE

Jane Goodall: Reasons for Hope

Drawing on decades of work by the
world's most famous living ethologist and
environmentalist, Jane Goodall-Reasons for
Hope is an uplifting journey around the globe
that highlights good news stories meant
to inspire action and optimism. From the
Northern Bald Ibis’ migration over the Alps
to the Blackfeet Nation's reintroduction of
the American Bison, the film weaves together
powerful narratives of renewal and resilience.
Jane Goodall-Reasons for Hope invites
audiences to see the world through Jane’s
eyes—and believe in a better future.

Standards List (Grade.Standard): 1.5,1.6, 1.7 2.7,
35,36, 37,310,311, 312, 314, 48,59, 512, 514,
en, 76, 77 78,79, 710

Bio: 6, 7, 8,10

Env.Sci: 3, 4,5,7 8,9,12

REGIONS
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Inside the Museum

fLun!

Explore all four levels of our Adventure Halls and
experience engaging, live science demonstrations.
Sometimes interaction is key to getting it. Seeing truly
is believing! At McWane Science Center, we believe that
nothing satisfies the curiosity as much as learning in a
hands-on environment, and that is what you will find in
every exhibit throughout our Adventure Halls.

Check out what experiences we have available during
the 2025-2026 school year!

New Exhibit Coming in Fall 2025

Opening October 2025, The Terrapin Nursery invites students to explore the vital connection
between science and conservation through the story of Alabama’s own diamondback terrapins.
This engaging new exhibit showcases Dr. Wibbels’, of UAB, groundbreaking HeadStart program
and features live young terrapins in aquarium habitats, offering an up-close look at a species
crucial to the health of our coastal marshes. Interactive displays and documentary footage bring
the conservation journey to life, while interpretive graphics explain how these keystone turtles help
protect their fragile ecosystem. A special viewing window into McWane’s conservation lab adds
a behind-the-scenes perspective, making this exhibit an inspiring opportunity for students to see
real-world science in action. New grade-specific Lab experiences connected to the exhibit will also
be available—learn more about booking a Lab on page 12.
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Under the Sea

Explore our aguarium, which features over 50
species of aguatic life in 8 wide variety of salt
and fresh water tanks. Highlights of Alabama’s
largest aquarium include the popular Shark and
Ray Touch Tank, the Jellyfish Tank, the Cahaba
River Biorama, and a variety of fresh water fish.

Shark and Ray Touch Tank

Soak up the science at the Shark and Ray
Touch Tank! This agquarium features a large,
unigue tank where visitors can observe sharks
and rays. It is a great opportunity to learn
about these fascinating creatures up close.

World of Water Cart

Navigate the world’s waterways with watery
demonstrations and marine animal meet
and greets, while exploring how our actions
can support a healthy environment. Public
programming occurs daily and is free for
museum visitors. Check out our website to
learn more.

So Much Science!

Your students can lie on the Bed of Nails, learn
about simple machines on the Pulley Chairs,
experiment with bubbles, and more on the
floor level of the Adventure Halls.

Rushton Theater

Rushton Theater houses many of our most
exciting science demonstrations! Be sure to
reserve a program in Rushton to enhance your
field trip. Learn more about available programs
on page 14.

GENEius Lab

GENEius is an engaging, day-long laboratory
experience in molecular biology and genetics
designed for grades 9-12.

Learn more about GENEIus Lab on page 15.

Workshop

Join us for hands-on challenges in the
Workshop where you'll test your engineering
skills, design circuit paths, or explore simple
machines. Public programming occurs daily
and is free for museum visitors. Check our
website calendar to learn more.























































