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experiences.
Our vision is to excite and inspire

McWane Science Center’s mission is to
spark wonder and curiosity about our
world through hands-on science
inquiry and innovation through science.
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Letter from the President

So much has happened at McWane
Science Center in the past year that it
is hard to share it all in a single report.
Each school year, tens of thousands of
_ students visit McWane. They participate
!4 in demonstrations in the Rushton
Science Theater, use engineering design
principles in our Workshop, engage in
facilitated STEM activities in our seven
classrooms, and learn through our hands-on exhibits. Thousands
more are served through our McWane on the Move program, which
sends our educators into schools, community centers, and libraries
across the State of Alabama. Our scholarship program, funded
by foundations, corporations, and caring individuals, ensures that
the learning opportunities offered by McWane are available to all
students and teachers, regardless of their ability to pay.
On weekends, McWane is a hub of family activities. Itty Bitty
Magic City remains wildly popular with our youngest visitors, and
family-centered activities take place throughout the building.
Visitors enjoy documentary movies and feature films in our IMAX
Dome Theater. Special days, like Big Machines Day or Sci Fi Day,
happen throughout the year to add even more fun to a McWane
visit. McWane is a place to play, to explore, to learn, and to grow.
It is a place to build memories, to exercise your brain power, and
to discover a new understanding about our world. While our
dedicated staff members are amazing, none of it would be possible
without your help. Whether you are a volunteer, a member, or a
donor, your investment makes a difference in the lives of young
learners every day. Thank you for all you do for McWane Science

Center and the community we serve!
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2024 ENDOWMENT BOARD

William W. Brooke, President
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Zac Riddle, Ashley Robinett, Bowen Thagard, Forest W. Whatley, Jr., TJ Willings, Nicholas Willis



- r
. - ) Sk
- S e
E - AN,
= 4 ol -
A L S : 4 Y

STEM Education at McWane Takes
Many Forms

From our McWane on the Move outreach
programs to our Design Labs in the museum,
McWane is making science learning fun! We
are also making science learning accessible.

In the 2023/2024 school year, McWane served
more than 300 Title | schools, many of those
with scholarship dollars. To learn more about
our Educational Programs, check out our
Education Guide on our website.




The Impact of McWane Science
Center’s Outreach Programs

Two of our most successful initiatives for
reaching our mission are Celebrate Science
& McWane on the Move. These programs
allow us to extend STEM education
beyond our physical location, making a
critical difference in underrepresented
communities across Alabama.

Since its creation in 2006, Celebrate
Science has engaged students &
educators in a unique challenge: designing
& building a prototype for a science
center exhibit. Each year, nearly 500
students from schools across Alabama
participate, competing in teams to bring
their innovative ideas to life. This hands-
on experience not only deepens their
underst&ing of scientific concepts but
also encourages creativity & teamwork.
Most importantly, Celebrate Science

is provided at no cost to participants,

ensuring that the benefits are accessible

to all students. In addition, McWane on

the Move offers educators & community
groups the tools they need to bring science
education into their classrooms, libraries,
after-school programs, & beyond. Aligned
with Alabama’s College & Career Ready
Standards, this initiative provides a range
of activities tailored to annual lesson plans.
Whether used in schools or parks, McWane
on the Move helps create engaging learning
environments that spark curiosity & foster
a love of science in diverse settings.
Together, these programs exemplify
McWane Science Center’s commitment to
making STEM education inclusive & widely
available, creating opportunities for all
students to explore, learn, & thrive.

BY THE NUMBERS:

2 = [MPACT REPORT '23-24



NV

McWwane

Science Center

McWane STEM
Education Department
Service Map

Lauglésrdale
2
Limestone Madison Jackson
973 3126 148
Colbert
325
Lawrence
Franklin 497 Morgan
319 1231 Marshall ol
1,723 154
Marion Winston Cullman Cherokee
i 985 : Etowah 349
Blount 3610
4,068
Lamar Calhoun
366 3,119
Cleburne
184
Talladega
i 2,270
Pickens Tuscaloosa Shelby Z Clay Randolph
367 13,046 30,410 769 191
Bibb
1,240 Coosa Chambers
Greene Chilton 25 Tallapoosa 358
it Hale 1,471 1,720
1314
, Perry
197 Elmore aa
Sumter Autauga 1,489 831
16 2,647
Macon
933
Marengo ?;Igss Montgomery Ru_s;ell
i : 3954 5
Choctaw LO‘é"gges Bullock
128 452
Wilcox
= Barbour
Pike 512
Clarke Butler 1,052
361 575
Monroe Crenshaw -
° o Henry
Washington Conecuh Coffee Iiglg 21
Q 58
Covington
Escambia 264 Houston
206 Geneva 9
o)
Mobile Number of children that participated in McWane
e B on-site labs or outreach programs in 2023 & 2024
ot 0 1,001 - 5,000
1-100 . 5,000 +
101 - 1,000

3 « IMPACT REPORT ‘23-'24



The Practices

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICES ﬁ. ‘% ‘ Leading STEM Education
Veame s ivalf LOS a ﬁ in Alabama

In March 2024, McWane Science Center
hosted the inaugural meeting of the
Central 6 STEM Learning Ecosystem, an
initiative of the Alabama STEM Council.
| ' ¥ sciENCE AND This statewide initiative, in collaboration
/ S ERACTION! with Teaching Initiative in STEM (TIES),
' aims to revolutionize STEM education
& workforce development across
Alabama. By forming local & regional
STEM Learning Ecosystems, we're paving
the way for a future where everyone
has access to quality STEM learning
opportunities.
McWane Science Center is proud to
anchor the Central 6 STEM Learning
Ecosystem, focusing on Blount, Chilton,
Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair, & Walker
counties. Together, this group will identify
key challenges & opportunities that exist
in our region, & outline solutions that will
encourage STEM literacy, STEM career
awareness, innovation, entrepreneurship,
& workforce readiness among our young
citizens.

Central b

Alabama STEM Ecosystem
Region 4 -~ o




We believe that science is for everyone &
want to create a world where everyone can
use science to improve & enrich their lives &
communities. Our volunteers are an integral
part of our mission through the facilitation
of STEM programming in an inclusive &
engaging way & through behind-the-scenes
maintenance & care.
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““] enjoy seeing guests participate in activities
& discover the fun in engineering & science!”

- Abby, Science Engagement
Volunteer

‘] love volunteering at McWane because |
always enjoyed visiting McWane as a child &
learning so much about the science around
me. Volunteering gives me the opportunity to
share that joy & curiosity with others!”

- Anusha, Teen Leader
Volunteer
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2024 So Far

2024 has been an incredible year at McWane Science Center, marked by exciting growth and
impactful achievements. From impressive attendance to expanding our educational programs,
we’'ve reached more communities than ever before. Take a look at the highlights that showcase
how we’ve made science more accessible, engaging, and fun for all ages this year!

180,959

General Admission Visitors

We welcomed many visitors from all over the country
through our doors since the beginning of the year. The buzz
of excitement within our exhibits and events this year truly
highlights our commitment to making science enjoyable for all.
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Special
Exhibit
x I I s In August. we unveiled our newest exhibit. Snarks.

Skates, and Rays: Beneath the Gulf Waves,

Thl_s year, we h_oused 4 special exhibits, T of which highlights our extensive collection of
which, You Build It!, was requested back by shark, skate, and ray skeletons. This has been an
popular demand from our guests. We love extensive project for our Exhibits and Collections |
being able to “wow" our guests with fresh Departments that we were happy to showcase |

during our Shark Weekend event.

and engaging exhibits.

breaking movies coming
to theaters. Our highest

Feature Films * 1 grossing so far has been

1 Our IMAX Dome Theater
I MAX TICket has had a huge year
F so far. Some of that is
, due to serveral record-

Twisters, directed by Lee
Isaac Chung.

& Documentaries
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32 Special Days & Events

From Sci-Fi Day to McWane's own 26th

We are always grateful to be a part Not only does our Education Department work Birthday Part ot B t
of our guests S_DE‘UE" days, especially to service outreaches and field trips but they also EE ARy r:;tyév\;?ﬁ;:,eth?s s:elr::e prety
birthdays! help spark a love for science in all our visitors on 9 year

the museum floor! 6 * IMPACT REPORT ‘23-'24



Your
iImpact

The community’s support of McWane Science
Center allows us to provide field trips &
on-site programming for Title | schools &
organizations serving at-risk populations,
McWane on the Move outreach programs

for qualifying schools & organizations, need-
based camp scholarships for families, &
partnerships with organizations to conduct
teacher professional development programs.
When you give to McWane Science Center,
you also help keep the animals fed, the pumps
running & the exhibits open. We are grateful to
our 2023 donors listed in this report.

To learn more about giving programs at
McWane, call Margaret Ritchie

(205) 714-8219 or
email mritchie@mcwane.org.
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Thank You to Our Donors

Marie Curie Society

Alabama Innovation Corporation, Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), Regions Bank,
Jefferson County Commission, City of Birmingham, State of Alabama, McWane Foundation

George Washington Carver Society

Joseph S. Bruno Charitable Foundation, Susan Mott Webb
Charitable Trust, Walker Area Community Foundation,
CraneWorks, Harbert Management Corporation, Royal Cup
Coffee, Vulcan Materials Company, Kinder Morgan Foundation,
Hugh Kaul Foundation, Wells Fargo, The Community
Foundation of Greater Birmingham, Margaret & Kip Porter

Leonardo Da Vinci Society

GCP, Dunn-French Foundation, Vulcan Industrial Contractors

Katherine Johnson Society

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama, Hill Crest Foundation,
Inc., Reobert R. Meyer Foundation, Honda Manufacturing of
Alabama, LLC, Alabama Power Foundation, Inc., Publix Super
Markets Charities, Inc., Argosy Foundation, Better Place
Foundation, The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. United Inc.,, The PNC
Financial Services Group, Inc., Protective Life Corporation

Archimedes Society

Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc., Motion, The Thompson

Foundation, Donald M. James Family Foundation, Spire, Museum
of Science (Boston), Leon Al& Family Foundation, Inc.,, City of
Vestavia Hills, Lynn & Benny LaRussa, Mrs.Elizabeth W. Collier,
Jo T. & James D. Davis, Mr. & Mrs. G. Ruffner Page, Jr., Henry &
Margaret Ritchie, Mr. & Mrs. Lee J. Styslinger, Ill, Lissa & Marc
Tyson, Peter & Lynn Hendricks, Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Caldwell, Il
Miranda & Herb Springer, Will & Carolyn Ratliff, Mrs. Jane S. Webb

Co.. Inc., MR. Metzger Family Foundation, Mr. & Mrs.
Wiley H. Cooper, IV, Mr. & Mrs. T. Michael Goodrich, Nancy
Dunlap & Johnny Johns, Walker & Bill Jones, Mr. & Mrs.
Zachary Mather, Mr. & Mrs. Harrison Bishop, Bill Krueger,
Mr. Evan Brooks Roseman, Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Daniel

Albert Einstein Society

Walmart Neighborhood Market-Palisades, Ronne & Donald Hess Foundation, Enterprise Holdings Foundation, Team Tacala Charities,
Jefferson County Community Service Fund, Mr. & Mrs. John Shank, Mr. & Mrs. William Pronce Acker IV, Dr. & Mrs. Thomas McWane
Allison, Ms. Elna R. Brendel, Mr. &Mrs. Milton Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Tate Forrester, Dr. & Mrs. David Hardin, Ronne & Donald Hess, Kelli & Norman
Jetmundsen, Jimmy & SheriKrell, Dr. Farah Lubin & Mr. Karl Lubin, Charlie & Lisa Miller, Kate & Claude Nielsen, Dr.Rajat Parikh & Dr. Monijri
Shah, Mr. David Stapleton, Carolyn & Bowen Thagard, Mr.& Mrs. Douglas Coltharp, Mr. & Mrs. John Harbert, ll, Ms. Camille Butrus, Mr, &Mrs.
William M. Ferguson, Mr.&Mrs.Stephen Owens, William Baylor & Tamesha Tolbert, Mr. & Mrs. David Killion, Amy W. Templeton, Susan Tipton

Mae C. Jemison Society

Pledgeling Foundation, Walmart Gardendale, Ms. Debbie Alley, Scott & April Atchley, Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Babcock, Mr. James Barrett
& Mr. Klint Barrett, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Baxter, Harry H. Bayer, Mr. Brian Beverage, Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Bontrager, Mrs. Cindy Brewer,
Mr. & Mrs. David Bryson, Dr. Henna Budhwani & Dr. Karim Budhwani, Pocoran Ch& & Namita Bansal, Mr. & Mrs. John Chou, Mr. & Mrs.
Archie L. Coblbs, Maria Coyle, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crook, Aerin & Andrew deRussy, Mr. & Mrs. Don Ellis, Ann Faulkner, Councilor & Atty.
Arthur Fisher, Mr, & Mrs. Courtney French, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Joseph Gaston, Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Gay, Mr. & Mrs. David Germany, Nancy
C. Goedecke, Mr. & Mrs. Marc Goldsmith, Ms. Paula Goulet, Mr & Mrs. John Hall, Mr. Trey Hamer & Mrs. Rebecca DiPiazza, Mr. & Mrs.
D. Wayne Harmon, Susan & Wyatt Haskell, Mr. & Mrs. Taylor Hendrix, Elliott Riley-Hill, Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Holt, Mr. & Mrs. Michael
House, Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Hurley, Mrs. Kathy Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. L. Waymond Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Jones, Mr. Vasily Kaluga &
Ms. Alena Gavrilyuk, Mrs. Delena Kennedy & Mrs. Clementine Lacey Kennedy, Ms. Taryn Legvold & Mr. Dylan Sayles, Mr. & Mrs. Silas
Lindsey, Mr. & Mrs. Nate Lisenbee, Abigail Marshall & Amber Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Martinson, Dr. & Mrs. Charles G. Mason, Dr.
Shelly McGrath & Mr. Robert McGrath, Mr. & Mrs. Michael McGuire, Tammy Miller & Mary Ferguson, Dr. & Mrs. Gary Monheit, Mr. & Mrs.
Larry Muse, Annamalai Nadarajan, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Norwood, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Nunnelley, Ill, Gary & Crystal Pate, Mrs. Gladys Penny
& Mrs. Gwendolyn Penny, Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Powell IV, Mr. & Mrs. Rudi Quarles, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph W. Quinn, Ill, Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan
Rice, Dr. Robert Rich & Dr. Susan Rich, Wendy & Steve Rodde, Mrs. Darcilla Rose, Mrs. Aereal Runyans & Mrs. Kayleigh Bailey, Mrs.
Mary Sanders & Ms. Elizabeth Harrison, Beth & Edmund Seibels, Mrs. Ina Mae Sher & Mr. David Sher, Mr. & Mrs. John Shults, Mr. Dennis
Singleton, Mr. & Mrs. Alan Slattery, Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Smith, Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, Dr. & Mrs. Weily Soong, Mr. Daniel Stahl & Dr.
Charlotte Stahl, Deatrice Stanton & Ariel Hawkins, Dr. Adrienne Starks, Mrs. Belinda Stevens, Linda & Jeff Stone, Ms. Lynn Tenneson,
Mrs. Lucille R. Thompson, Dr. Mary Thrower & Mr. Timothy Thrower, Mr. Daniel Tyler & Ms. Kayla Hightower, Ms, Tiffany Vaggalis, Mr.
Carl Emil Valentine & Ms. Anna Valentine Allen, Mr. & Mrs. Zach Warren, Mrs. Teresa Wiggins & Mr. lan Tyler Wiggins, Jon & Mir&a
Wilkes, Ms. Willie Wilson, Mr. & Mrs. James Wright, Gina Yang & Xin Tony Yang, Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Robinett, Brandon & Amanda Loper,
Naomi & Michael Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Kassouf, Dr. Lee Meadows & Dr. Amy Fineburg, Mr. & Mrs. Zac Riddle, Dr. & Mrs. Arthur
Serwitz, Ms. Martha J. Weber, Dr. Janet Yother, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bego, Jack & Susan Goertz, Mr. & Mrs. Carson Brown, Brad & Katie
Dunn, Mr. & Mrs. Victor H. Hansan, Ill, Cathy & Paul Jones, Dr. Sarah Kunin & Mr. Abraham Kunin, Ms. Barbara Martin, Mr. & Mrs. Emmett
E. MclLean, Boyd, Tasha & Benjamin Nation, Mr. Lenus Perkins, Mrs. Garland C. Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Nick Willis, Christy & David Nelson,
Mr. & Mrs. James Screws, Mr. & Mrs. Brian Bolin, Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Monk, I, Mr. & Mrs. Seton Marshall Jeff, Rachel & Leah Pace,
Peagy Chowning, Jun & Sandy Ebersole, Mrs. Tyleria Johnson & Mr. Willie Johnson, Teresa Moore, Anne Smith, John & Shelly Leos
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