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Dear Friends and Supporters of McWane Science Center,

2016 was a banner year for McWane Science Center.  We welcomed our largest attendance since we opened in 1998, 

nearly 400,000 visitors, and we had the most family memberships in our history – 10,600.  We unveiled a new 

dinosaur species, welcomed new community partners, premiered a new Body Worlds Traveling Exhibit – Body Worlds 

RX, increased our investment in science education and science engagement, and we set our course for the future as 

we adopted our five-year strategic plan.

All of this, and everything we do, is only possible because of you.

In 2016 you contributed your resources, your time, and your talents to help us provide outstanding experiences 

across the science, technology, engineering and math spectrum. Together we were able to excite and inspire inquiry 

and innovation in our children and our society. As a nonprofit institution, it would be impossible to deliver the 

exhibits, educational programs, and experiential learning opportunities without your continued support. Thank you!

As 2016 contributors, we hope you have seen the impact of your investment, but in case you have missed something, 

it is our pleasure to present McWane Science Center’s 2016 Annual Report. The enclosed Annual Report includes the 

following sections:

	 n McWane’s Year in Review

	 n  2016 Financial Overview

	 n 	 McWane by the Numbers

	 n  A Tribute to our Contributors

 

Also, we would like to take this time to thank our 2015 outgoing Board Chair, Scott Adams. His dedication and 

commitment to the sustainability and growth of our science center led to the opening of Itty Bitty Magic City—

Birmingham’s Children’s Museum — and the completion of the strategic planning process for 2016-2021. Scott 

exited his role at the end of 2015 with McWane Science Center well-positioned for long-term success, and we are 

honored we could work alongside him to change lives through science and wonder. 

Thank you again for your dedication to the mission and vision of McWane Science Center, and we look forward to 

seeing you in our museum soon.

Best Wishes,

Amy Templeton

President and CEO

Gordon G. Martin 

Board Chair 

FROM THE  TOP

ANNUAL REPORT 2016/PG. 1



In 2016, McWane Science Center formally adopted a new five-year strategic plan featuring a new organization mission 

statement, vision statement, strategic goals and objectives. The purpose of this endeavor was to document the organization’s 

roadmap and create a solid foundation for moving forward.

Mission:  Through its exhibits, educational programming, events, and collections, McWane Science 

Center provides outstanding experiences across the science, technology, engineering, and math 

spectrum enhancing subject matter literacy, creativity, and critical thinking.

Vision: To excite and inspire inquiry and innovation in our children and our society.

Strategic Goals:

1.  Center/Attraction: McWane Science Center will be a top-rated destination and an innovative, 

dynamic, and interactive attraction, entertaining and educating across the range of science, 

technology, engineering, and math concepts.

2. Academy/Programs: McWane Science Center will be known throughout the state and the region 

as an indispensable contributor to science education and the development of a 21st century 

workforce.

3. Garnering Support: The story of McWane Science Center’s impact and reach will be widely known, 

enabling us to broaden engagement of current and potential supporters.

4.  Partnerships: McWane Science Center will identify and pursue selected partnerships with 

organizations that complement our expertise, share our interests, and are committed to move the 

community forward in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math concepts and careers.

5.  Team Development: McWane Science Center will develop and support the team necessary to 

enable us to fully realize our mission and vision.

NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS

Adoption of the Strategic Plan



Think Like a Scientist: Think Like a Scientist is a combination of an outreach 

program and subsequent field trip experience that introduces challenge-

based learning to late elementary-aged students. The program was developed 

and successfully piloted in 2016 with the purpose of helping children better 

understand and use the scientific method, specifically helping develop basic 

science processing skills like:

n  Observing - using the senses to gather information about an object or event. 

n  Inferring - making an “educated guess” about an object or event based on  

 previously gathered data or information.

n  Measuring - using estimates to describe the dimensions of an object or   

 event. 

n  Communicating - using words or pictures to describe an action,   

 object or event.

n  Classifying - grouping or ordering objects or events into categories based on  

 properties or criteria.

n  Predicting - stating the outcome of a future event based on a pattern of  

 evidence. 

McWane Science Center programs and exhibits provide students with the 

opportunity to become engaged with and inspired by science. Programs like 

this one “encourage students to ask questions, share inferences, and reach 

conclusions based on their own observations.” (Lawrence Cooper)

Expansion of our 
School Outreach Programming
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McWane Science Center made a deliberate effort in 2016 to expand science engagement on our exhibit floors. We 

hired a Director and a Coordinator of Science Engagement, and we created nine science presenter positions in the 

main part of our museum and nine additional presenter positions were created for Itty Bitty Magic City. This will 

allow regular and ongoing learning opportunities within our museum — helping make science come to life for our 

visitors of all ages. Science engagement programs and demonstrations highlight electricity, combustion, engineer-

ing, chemistry, biology, zoology, robotics, physics, and so much more.

Eotrochodon orientalis
Remains of the world’s newest known dinosaur, Eotrocho-

don orientalis, were discovered in a creekbank in Mont-

gomery County in 2007. The roughly 83 million-year-old 

skeleton is 12-13 feet long. After years of excavation and 

research by McWane Science Center staff, volunteers, and 

local experts in the field, the dinosaur was named by the 

Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology in January 2016, effec-

tively legitimizing the discovery and making history in the 

state of Alabama and the United States. The remains are 

safely maintained and displayed within the Explore Lab at 

McWane Science Center.

Discovering a new dinosaur

Science Engagement
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BY THE NUMBERS

2016 Service 

Numbers

Total Attendance in 

the Museum for 2016: 

377,368

Total Outreaches in the 

Community: 

22,000

Total Combined: 

399,368

Total Member Families at 

the end of 2016: 

10,676

Number students who 

attended Field Trips/

Groups in 2016: 

82,881

Total students benefitted 

from scholarship: 

22,669

Contributed 
Revenue

Expense 
Allocation

Non-
Contributed

Non-Contributed 
vs. Contributed

36%

55%

9%

43%

17%

15%
25%

71%85%

12%
3%

29%

Unrestricted 

Contributions

Restricted Grants
Gifts

Government/ 

Public Funds

Store/Café Other

MembershipsAdmissions

ContributedEarnedDevelopmentAdministration

Program



KEY ACTIVITIES IN 2016

Body Worlds

Hall of Heroes

SPRING 2016

SUMMER 2016

Thanks to the advances in preservation by Dr. Gunther von 

Hagens, we can now see with our own eyes the inner workings 

of humanity.

INSIDE OUT: The 

mysteries of the human 

body are on display as you 

explore the many facets of 

Body Worlds Rx.  

Children and adults got to channel their inner super hero in Hall of Heroes
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Winter Wonderland

Celebrate Science

IMAX

FALL 2016

EDUCATION

2016 SCHEDULE

Back for its 9th year in a row, the Magic of Model 

Trains and Winter Wonderland returned to spread 

some holiday cheer and amaze guests. 

Each year the McWane Science Center invites 

teachers and students to participate in an 

exciting opportunity to be a part of Celebrate 

Science. As a class project, students design 

an exhibit for McWane Science Center and 

win cash prizes for their classrooms. This 

creative, cross-curricular project incorporates 

science, math, writing and technology.
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DONOR CIRCLES

Cousteau Circle

McWane Foundation

City of Birmingham

Wells Fargo

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.

Regions Bank

EBSCO Industries, Inc.

The Daniel Foundation of Alabama

The Community Foundation of Greater Birming-

ham

Robert R. Meyer Foundation

Ruby C.  Key Estate

Shephard Circle

Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama / The 

Caring Foundation

The Thomas E.  Jernigan Foundation

Mike & Gillian Goodrich Foundation

City of Hoover

Hugh Kaul Foundation

City of Mountain Brook

Morris-Shea Bridge Co.

Shelby County Commission

Carver Circle

Alabama Power Foundation, Inc.

Big Cedar Education Fund

The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. United Inc.

The Comer Foundation

Protective Life Corporation

Royal Cup Coffee

Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust

Vulcan Materials Company

Archimedes

Society

Judy and Hal Abroms

Mr. and Mrs. D. Scott Adams

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Botsford

Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Caldwell, III

Mrs. Elizabeth W. Collier

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Di Piazza, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Drew

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Dulin, Jr.

Fournier and Louise Gale

Mr. and Mrs. T. Michael Goodrich

Peter and Lynn Hendricks

Lynn and Benny LaRussa

Mr. and Mrs. C. Phillip McWane

Kate and Claude Nielsen

Margaret and Kip Porter

Mr. and Mrs. Lee J. Styslinger, III

Mrs. Lucille R. Thompson

Lissa and Marc Tyson

Sam and Cheryl Upchurch

Mrs. Jane S. Webb

Marie Curie Circle

Association of Science-Technology Centers Inc

Bradley, Arant, Boult, Cummings LLP

Charles T. Campbell Charitable Foundation

CraneWorks

Harbert Management Corporation

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama

Independent Presbyterian Church Foundation

Jefferson County Commission

Maynard, Cooper and Gale Charitable Founda-

tion

Medical Properties Trust, Inc

Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc.

Southern Research

Leonardo da Vinci

Cicle

Altec/Styslinger Foundation

Balch and Bingham

Best Buy Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Bielen

Burr & Forman LLP

CRC Group

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Daniel

Dunn-French Foundation

Jemison Investment Co., Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Miller Gorrie

Ronne and Donald Hess 

Kelli and Norman Jetmundsen

Walker and Bill Jones

Kinder Morgan Foundation

Leon Aland Family Foundation, Inc.

Littler-Mendelson, P.C.

Charlie and Lisa Miller

Oakworth Capital Bank

O’Neal Industries

RDS

Renasant Bank

S.S. Nesbitt

Vital Smiles Alabama

Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Von Herrmann

Warren Averett

White Plume Technologies

Dr. and Mrs. Gary A. York

Allbert Einstein

Circle

Dr. and Mrs. J. Iwan Alexander

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas McWane Allison

Avanti Polar Lipids, Inc.

Harry H. Bayer

Birmingham Radiological Group

Birmingham Rail and Locomotive

Ms. Camille Butrus

The Chalker Group

Children’s of Alabama

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Coltharp

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Davis

Martha and Hartwell Davis

The Day Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Ferguson

Roger and Penney Hartline

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Holt

Kristen and Andrew Hudak

Nancy and Johnny Johns

Mr. and Mrs. Darryl R. Jones

Kiwanis Club of Inverness

Jimmy and Sheri Krell
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Bill Krueger

Gordon G. and Margret H. Martin

Mayer Electric Supply Co., Inc.

Ella Byrd McCain

Mr. and Mrs. John W. McCullough

Tom and Sara Moxley

Museum of Science (Boston)

The Nall-Whatley Foundation

ServisFirst Bank

Shook and Fletcher Insulation Company

Garland and Lathrop Smith

Emmie and Bill Smith

Becky and Bill Smith

Southern Nuclear Operating Company

Miranda and Herb Springer

Linda and Jeff Stone

Mrs. Stratton’s Salads Inc.

Tacala, LLC

Ms. Amy Templeton

Mr. and Mrs. J. Bowen Thagard

UAB Community Relations and University Events

Ms. Kavita Vasil

WalMart Hoover Hwy 150

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Willis

New Element

Mr. and Mrs. Drew Carlisle

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Catenacci

Dr. and Mrs. Baker Chambliss

Mr. and Mrs. William Coffman

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Crane

Dr. and Mrs. Merritt Cullum

Mr. and Mrs. Wes Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Dawson

Mr. and Mrs. John Hall

Mr. Raymond Harbert, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Brice Johnston

Mr. and Mrs. David Killion

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lassiter

Hank and Brynne MacCann

Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Mather

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Maxey

Mr. and Mrs. Alex McCrary

Mr. and Mrs. Colin Moorhouse

Virginia and Daniel O’Hara

Dr. and Mrs. Banks Petrey

Mr. and Mrs. Chandrasekhar Pisupati

Mr. and Mrs. Booth Samuels

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schmaeling

Mr. and Mrs. John Smola

Dr. and Mrs. Weily Soong

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Steiner

Mr. Brandon Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Erol Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Weekley

Wernher von Braun

Circle

Louise and Jim Abroms

Bank of America

Borland Benefield PC

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Bizzoco

Doris and Bruce Brasseale

Ms. Elna R. Brendel

Maggie and Will Brooke

Cahaba Media Group

Mr. and Mrs. Louis H. Cloud

Mr. and Mrs. Archie L. Cobbs

Naomi and Michael Cohen

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Collat, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Collat, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Cook

Dr. and Mrs. James Cullinan

Mrs. Julie Danley and Mr. Patrick Danley

Lane, Bishop, York, Delahay, Inc.

Ms. Leigh Davis

Dell, Inc.

Drs. Conrad and Jennifer De Los Santos

Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Doody

Mr. and Mrs. Lance Dudley

Brad and Katie Dunn

Jun and Sandy Ebersole

Electric Bleau, LLC

Ms. Katherine Fancher

Mr. Tate Forrester and Mrs. Kirk Forrester

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Frei

Brenda and Fred Friedman

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Friedman, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Collin Gaston

GlaxoSmithKline

Glenn and Nancy Goedecke

Jane and Harold Goings

Mr. T. Randolph Gray, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. D. Wayne Harmon

Peter and Pam Holby

James B. Chenoweth Memorial Foundation

Drs. Geeta and Shaily Lakhanpal

Emily and Bob Levine

Dr. and Mrs. Charles G. Mason

Lynette and J.B. Mazer

Dr. and Mrs. Gary Monheit

Jane and Phillip Moore

Christy and David Nelson

Rachel and Jeff Pace

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Patterson

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Pearce

Mr. David Perry and Ms. Emily Schultz

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Richardson

Margaret and Tom Ritchie

Mr. and Mrs. John Rives

Wendy and Steve Rodde

Mr. Kevin A. Roth and Dr. Robin Lorenz

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Serwitz

Clay Shannon

Wendy and Frank Siegal

Dr. and Mrs. Sanjay K. Singh

Mr. and Mrs. A. Lamar Smith, Jr.

Drs. Peily and Amanda Soong

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Straus

Ms. Susan Tipton 

Kevin Van Hyning

Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. VanDevelde, III

Walmart Neighborhood Market - Hoover

WalMart Neighborhood Market-Palisades

Ms. Martha J. Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Forest W. Whatley, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. N. Thomas Williams

Elaine and Craig Yancey
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